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Industry 4.0 & STEM: People are key to success, competitiveness

STEMCON Vietnam slated in Ho Chi Minh City March 8 and 9

Ho Chi Minh City, March 8, 2018 -- Now in its sixth year, STEMCON Vietnam again brings leaders from industry, academia and government together to continue building Vietnam’s profile as a center of innovation and advanced technology in the Association of Southeast Asian Networks (ASEAN) region. This year’s theme is Industry 4.0: People will be the key to success and competitiveness.

Industry 4.0 refers to the trend of automation and data exchange in manufacturing technologies –   considered the fourth major industrial revolution since the 18th century. Focused on a range of new biological and digital technologies, Industry 4.0 includes artificial intelligence, robotics, autonomous vehicles, nanotechnology, neurotechnology, quantum computing, smart cities and all things connected to the Internet of Things (IoT).  

Designed to facilitate coming 4.0-related workforce education and retraining, conference topics include digital transformation, developing an entrepreneurial mindset, preparing K-12 students for a college STEM education, and facilitating public-private partnerships. 

“STEMCON is an opportunity to come together to find a way for Vietnam to adapt to new trends, especially the opportunities of Industry 4.0,” said Tomoyuki Sasama, general director of Dow Vietnam LLC. “At Dow, we are committed to advancing STEM fields - particularly chemistry, engineering, and manufacturing - by getting students excited about STEM subjects, supporting our educators, and creating career advancement pathways at all areas within the education and workforce pipeline. For the time being, industry and universities need to closely collaborate to nurture innovation and entrepreneurship to support the sustainable development of the Vietnamese economy.”

Hosted by Arizona State University in partnership with Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh City, the event includes two days of interactive plenary and technical sessions, panel discussions, seminars and exhibits.

“STEMCON creates great opportunities for industry and academia to meet, listen to each other, update technology trends and link workforce sources and demand,” said Pierre Teszner, regional director of Rockwell Southeast Asia. “This helps academia adjust the curriculum to meet industry needs, maximizes job opportunities for graduates and reduces on-the-job training costs.”
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Industry Achievement and Scholarship Awards
During the conference, a range of awards and scholarships will be presented through the Building University-Industry Learning and Development through Innovation and Technology (BUILD-IT) program.  BUILD-IT, sponsored by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and led by ASU, leverages diverse government, industry and academic partners to link STEM education programs with the needs of Vietnam’s growing technological industries.

The Pearson Education Innovation Award, designed to close the gap between academia and industry, will be presented to this year’s winners during the conference. The recipients are recognized for innovative teaching approaches, including initiatives that enhance student engagement, industry collaboration projects, mentoring and facilitating student exchange programs. In addition to national recognition, winners are awarded $1,000 to expand, scale and promote their programs, sponsored travel and accommodations to attend and present at STEMCON Vietnam, and an opportunity to participate in the BUILD-IT Certified Facilitator Training Program. 

The eSilicon BUILD-IT Female Engineering Student Scholarship offers three-year scholarship awards to undergraduate women in electrical engineering, electronics and related majors. Graduates of the program are offered internships or graduate employment with eSilicon Vietnam.

The Higher Engineering Education Alliance Program (HEEAP) was formed in 2010 by founding partner Intel Corporation, Arizona State University (ASU), and the U.S. Agency of International Development (USAID), to train Vietnamese professors from five universities on more innovative ways to teach engineering. 

Intel has been working with the government and academia to help Vietnam achieve its national goals of modernization and industrialization for years,” said Lee Soo Hooi, new general manager of Intel Products Vietnam. “We are continuing to explore new ways to apply our technology, combined with our employee talent, to help improve Vietnam’s economic and environmental sustainability.”

Expanding on initial successes, the USAID-supported BUILD-IT Alliance was launched in 2015 to support modernization efforts in Vietnam’s STEM higher education system. 

The STEMCON Vietnam sponsor profile also has expanded with the program, according to Jeffrey Goss, ASU’s Associate Vice Provost for SE Asia and Executive Director of the HEEAP and BUILD-IT projects. In addition to Intel and ASU, industry partners include Amazon Web Services, Rockwell Automation, Axon, Wiley, Oracle, First Solar, Pearson Education, and eSilicon.

“These companies aren’t just sponsoring STEMCON Vietnam,” said Goss. “They are partnering with Vietnamese STEM educators to develop curriculum and programs designed to prepare the workforce of the future to be technological innovators ready to engage in a global marketplace.”

# # #

About the Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering
The Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering, with more than 21,000 enrolled students, is the largest engineering school in the United States, offering 39 graduate and 25 undergraduate degree programs across six schools of academic focus. With students, faculty and researchers representing all 50 states and 135 countries, the Fulton Schools of Engineering is creating an inclusive environment for engineering excellence by advancing research and innovation at scale, revolutionizing engineering education and expanding global outreach and partner engagement. Learn more about the Ira A. Fulton Schools of Engineering at engineering.asu.edu.  

About Viet Nam National University Ho Chi Minh City (VNUHCM) 
VNUHCM was founded in 1995 by a government decree merging prestigious universities in Ho Chi Minh City. VNUHCM, following a 2001 reorganization, is charged with being one of the top university systems in Asia and a hub of science, technology, culture and knowledge of Vietnam, contributing significantly to the country’s economic and scientific development. At present, Viet Nam National University Ho Chi Minh City consists of six member-universities, one member-school, one member-institute and various affiliated institutes and organizations.
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